Trophies and Speeding Tickets for Wantage White Horses
On Sunday 13th June, a group of thirty Wantage White Horses swimmers took part in a Level 4 Open Meet at the Windrush Leisure Centre in Witney. Many of these were venturing out on their first competition outside of the Club, and there was a high level of excitement and anxiety among the younger swimmers as they waited their turn. The more experienced swimmers were calmer, giving advice and encouragement. 
The competition took off to a flying start, literally, with the 50m butterfly. The first Wantage swimmers to take to the water were Ruth Harris, Georgina Casey and Cordelia Halfhead, all of whom swam in the second heat. They set a high standard for the rest of the Wantage swimmers to follow.

A particular characteristic of a Level 4 Meet is that there tend to be a high number of “speeding tickets” – these are given to swimmers who exceed the faster speed limit imposed on each race. This was certainly the case for many of the Wantage swimmers, several of whom achieved personal best times that took them beyond the speed limit.

Swimmers achieving speeding tickets were:

Dan Stokell (10) 50m Free and 100m IM; Louise Jenkins (10) 100m IM; Niamh Thomson (10) 50m Fly; Ellia Black (10) 50m Fly; Lindsay Kelly-Onay (15+) 50m Fly; Catherine Kirk (13) 50m Back; Joe Lilley (10) 50m Free; Georgina Casey (10) 50m Free.  

Gold Trophies were awarded to:

Cordelia Halfhead (9) 50m Breast; Daniel Jenkins (9) 50m Fly; and Anna Kirk (11) 50m Free.

Silver Trophies were awarded to:
Louise Jenkins (10) 50m Fly and 50m Breast; Fergal Temple (12) 50m Breast; Niamh Thomson (10) 50m Back; Anna Kirk (11) 100m IM; Joe Lilley (10) 100m IM; Okan Onay (11) 100m IM.

Bronze Trophies were awarded to:

Alice Beaney (11) 50m Back; Dom Beith (11) 50m Free; Dan Stokell (10) 50m Fly; Okan Onay (11) 50m Fly; Asuka Wakatsuki (15+) 50m Free. 

Wantage White Horses would like to celebrate all those swimmers who took part at this competition, but in particular those swimmers who entered their first Open Meet. For some, this took a lot of courage, and the Club hope that the experience was a good one, and that it will be repeated. 
If you would like to find out more about Wantage White Horses Swimming Club, please take a look at our website on www.wwhsc.co.uk
Caption for the Picture – 

Wantage swimmers at the Witney Presentation Ceremony, holding trophies and speeding tickets.

Back row (L to R): Daniel Jenkins; Okan Onay; Joe Lilley; Dan Stokell; Dom Beith.

Front Row (L to R): Alice Beaney; Cordelia Halfhead; Anna Kirk; Catherine Kirk; Louise Jenkins; Georgina Casey.

