Wantage White Horses through to the Final
The second round of the Milton Keynes Mini-League, a highly competitive team competition involving children aged 9 -12, took place on Saturday 3rd July at Dunstable. 

The first round saw Wantage coming first overall, narrowly beating City of Milton Keynes with a riveting finish in the Cannon Relay event.

In this second round, Wantage White Horses found themselves swimming against Amersham B, Dunstable, Wellingborough, Windsor B and, once again, City of Milton Keynes (CMK). In order to secure a place in the Final, Wantage needed to finish either first or second overall.
As before, the competition soon established itself between Wantage White Horses and CMK, with Dunstable in close pursuit. The first win for Wantage came in the fourth event, the Boys’ 9 freestyle relay. After that, the Wantage performance was consistently good, with 69% of their races achieving a finish in the top three. However, this was also the case for CMK and Dunstable, and the results remained very close throughout the tournament.
Swimmers achieving first place were: 
Cordelia Halfhead (9) Freestyle; Daniel Jenkins (9) Freestyle and Butterfly; Niamh Thomson (10) Butterfly; Oscar Perry (12) Breaststroke; Emily Nisbet (10) Freestyle.
Swimmers achieving second place were:

Daniel Stokell (10) Breaststroke; Okan Onay (11) Backstroke and Freestyle; Rachel Tomsett (12) Butterfly and Backstroke; Cordelia Halfhead (9) Breaststroke; Luke Mayor (12) Freestyle and backstroke; Ben Walden (9) Backstroke; Jake Kay (10) Freestyle.
Swimmers achieving third place were:

Ellia Black (10) Backstroke and Breaststroke; Anna Kirk (11) Backstroke; Anna Harris (11) Butterfly; Sean McMillan (11) Butterfly; Jake Kay (10) Butterfly; Rhianna Fennell (9) Butterfly. 

However, in a tournament where every single race completed scored points, every single swim was valued and cheered to the very end.

With three quarters of the swims completed, the running tally revealed that Wantage was trailing behind CMK by a mere two points, with Dunstable not too far behind. The pressure was on. There remained eight relay events still to swim, including the exhilarating Cannon Relay to finish the evening. 

The noise inside the swimming pool area was growing with each race, as swimmers and spectators alike were caught up in the excitement and mounting tension. 

The first three relay races brought resounding victories for Wantage White Horses. The remaining events also brought good results.

Expectations were high as the swimmers prepared for the Cannon Relay, where a boy and a girl from each age group swim one length freestyle each, from the youngest to the oldest. As before, Cordelia Halfhead and Daniel Jenkins set up a strong lead for Wantage White Horses. Emily Nisbet and Jake Kay increased the lead even further, but particularly strong swimmers from CMK clawed back some of that lead from Alice Beaney and Okan Onay. As Rachel Tomsett took over, the race did not appear a foregone conclusion. Rachel held on to the lead, however, and Oscar Perry took over in the last leg to lead Wantage White Horses to victory. The noise as the swimmers finished was absolutely deafening.
Had Wantage done enough?
Then came the devastating news that Wantage had been disqualified on three of the relay events due to over-quick relay take-overs, and that one of these was the Cannon Relay. 

When the results were finally announced, Wantage had indeed come second to CMK.

This was disappointing, of course, but it was not long before Wantage White Horses rallied round and started to celebrate qualifying for the final round of the tournament. There they will face the other five top teams in the league, including, of course, CMK. 
The third round will take place in September.

Figure Caption: 
Wantage White Horses celebrating after qualifying for the final of the Milton Keynes Mini League tournament. 

Four of Wantage junior swimmers after the event: Charlie Harrison (11), Callum Rowe (10), Daniel Jenkins (9) and Dan Stokell (10). 
